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development agencies will need to
consult the regulations to develop
acceptable review procedures and cri-
teria for required reviews of new
institutional health services.

The National Health Planning and
Resource Development Act is admin-
istered by the Bureau of Health Plan-
ning and Resources Development in
Health Resources Administration.

Study of Federally Employed Physicians and Dentists

M The Office of Management and
Budget, (OMB) recently issued a con-
gressionally mandated study entitled
“Recruitment and Retention of Fed-
erally Employed Physicians and Den-
tists.” The Federal Government em-
ploys approximately 6 percent of the
physicians and 6 percent of the den-
tists in the United States. According
to the study, all but a small fraction
of these professionals are employed
in three agencies—The Veterans Ad-
ministration (VA), the Department of
Defense (DOD), and the Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare
(HEW). Also, all but a very small
fraction of these professionals are
employed under compensation systems
that provide them bonuses or special
pay not received by other profes-
sionals.

The OMB researchers found that
dental staffing was not a problem.
Vacancy rates for both Federal civilian
and military dentists are extremely
low, and dentists are available to
both civilian and military agencies in
excess of their needs. Because a
fundamental concept underlying all
bonuses is that they are to be pro-
vided to the extent they are needed
to recruit and retain necessary per-
sonnel, the study findings suggest that
dental bonuses should be reduced or
eliminated.

The DOD now has approximately
the number of physicians it seeks,
the OMB researchers noted. However,
a projection model based upon de-
tailed analysis of loss rates on fore-
casts of new physicians from each
accession source indicates that a
small decline in the DOD physicians
workforce may occur over the next
few years. In the 1980s, however, the
model indicates that the number of
physicians available should substan-
tially exceed the numbers currently
employed, in large part due to a new
program that provides medical schol-
arship support in exchange for service
in the military. Given the expected
tight staffing situation in the next few

years, the study proposes for con-
sideration a 3-year extension of legis-
lation providing bonuses for military
physicians, after which time the need
for a bonus should be reassessed.

Finally, the study disclosed that
problems in civilian physician staffing
are confined to limited, specific situa-
tions, most often involving service in
remote locations or the need for spe-
cial skills. The researchers also noted
that over time the basic physician
compensation system of the VA has
proved fundamentally sound. The
study, therefore, suggests the develop-
ment of a unified compensation system
for civilian physicians, modeled on the
VA system and including a system of
selective bonuses to help solve the
limited problems agencies face in fill-
ing certain jobs. Use of this unified
compensation structure would end the
current situation under which Federal
civilian physicians may do similar work
—or even work side by side—but be
paid different amounts because they
are employed under different civilian
systems. It would result in the phasing
out of DHEW’s Commissioned Corps.

The study gives data on numbers of
physicians and dentists employed by
the Federal Government (by agency
and by compensation system); on va-
cancy rates, loss rates, and hiring
rates; on foreign medical graduates;
and on incomes of physicians and
dentists both in the private sector and
in Federal employ.

To obtain copies of “Recruitment and
Retention of Federally Employed Phy-
sicians and Dentists,”” see PHR Book-
shelf offer on the inside back cover.

education
notes

Graduate Summer Session of Statistics
in the Health Sciences. The 19th An-
nual Graduate Summer Session of Sta-
tistics in the Health Sciences will be
held at the Harvard School of Public
Health in Boston, June 26-August 5,
1977.

The courses offered will include ele-
mentary and intermediate biostatistics,
demography, survey ‘sampling, multi-
variate analysis, statistical epidemiology,
analysis of categorical data, health care
evaluation, stochastic processes, research
design in medicine, and analysis of sur-
vival data.

Further information is available from
Peggy Morrison, Coordinator, Summer
Session of Statistics, Department of Bio-
statistics, 677 Huntington Ave., Boston,
Mass. 02215.

Graduate Summer Session in Epidemi-
ology at University of Minnesota. The
Twelfth Graduate Summer Session in
Epidemiology, sponsored by the Epi-
demiology Section of the American
Public Health Association, will be held
at the University of Minnesota in Min-
neapolis from June 19 to July 9, 1977.

The session is designed primarily for
medical school teachers, but postdoc-
toral fellows, graduate students, and
residents in departments of preventive
medicine and other medical school de-
partments may qualify. Similarly, teach-
ers, postdoctoral fellows, and graduate
students in schools of public health,
dentistry, and veterinary medicine are
eligible, as well as qualified personnel
of Federal, State, and local health
agencies.

In addition to two basic courses and
several that have been offered previ-
ously, three new courses will be offered:
the development of and perspectives in
epidemiology, hospital epidemiology
and infection control, and the epidemi-
ology of diseases due to drugs and other
therapies.

Tuition for the 3-week session will be
approximately $350 to $400. A $25 de-
posit, credited to tuition, should accom-
pany applications.

Further information is available from
Dr. Leonard M. Schuman, Director,
Graduate Summer Session in Epidemi-
ology, University of Minnesota School
of Public Health, A1-117 Unit A Health
Sciences Building, 515 Delaware St., SE,
Minneapolis, Minn. 55455.
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256 pages.
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gust 1976; 66 pages; $1.30.

Utilization of Short-Stay Hospitals. Sum-
mary of Nonmedical Statistics, United
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ments, U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20402. Orders should be accom-
panied by check or money order and should

fully identify the publication. (Publications
without prices may be obtained from the
agency.)
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136 pages; $11.60; Geneva.
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cer Registries. WHO Offset Publication
No. 25. 1976; 94 pages; $4; Geneva.
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